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Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the 50th anniversary of the School
of Visual Arts, located in my district in New
York City. The School of Visual Arts was es-
tablished in 1947 by Silas Rhodes and has
since grown to be the largest independent col-
lege of the arts in the country. The school has
a student population drawn from 44 States
and 53 countries, and a faculty comprised of
full-time working professionals.

Mr. Rhodes, who has continued as director,
founded the school on the idea of combining
access to the professional world of art with su-
perior art education. He has accomplished this
by bringing working artists into the classroom.
As instructors, these professional artists offer
the students a solid foundation in craft as well
as exposure to current art world expression.
Working toward this goal, the school also has
four art galleries, including one in the heart of
SoHo, a visual arts museum, a radio station,
and it offers students in the film and video de-
partment more hands-on experience than any
other comparable degree program. Addition-
ally, with the rapid advancement in computer
technology and influence on the working
world, the School of Visual Arts has impres-
sively kept up to pace. The school became the
first college to offer both a bachelor degree
and a master of fine arts degree in computer
art and maintains a 1-to-1 student to computer
ratio.

The School of Visual Arts offers both under-
graduate and graduate degrees in the tradi-
tional fine arts, but has expanded the study of
art to include advertising, graphic design, ani-
mation, art education, computer art, film and
video, illustration and cartooning, interior de-
sign, photography, and art therapy. In addition
to the full-time students, there are currently
more than 4,000 members of the community
taking advantage of the continuing education
classes that are offered. The art education de-
partment also provides art classes to public
school children from all five boroughs of New
York City. The school also participates in nu-
merous volunteer art projects, serving commu-
nities who otherwise have very little access to
the arts.

In celebration of the School of Visual Arts
50th anniversary, the school will present Art
Awareness Week, designed to inform the pub-
lic about the importance of art in society and
about the different variations of art. In the
coming months the school will host 45 events
throughout the city and has published a book
entitled ‘‘School of Visual Arts Gold: Fifty
Years of Creative Graphic Design.’’ I would
like to congratulate the school on 50 years of
excellence in art education. I am proud to
have this fine institution in my district.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

remind my colleagues of the importance of

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, which
falls on September 19, 1997. I urge my col-
leagues to participate in recognizing America’s
heroes, those who are presumed missing in
action.

Our Nation has fought six major conflicts in
its history. In those wars, over 500,000 Ameri-
cans have been taken prisoner of war. Those
service men and women experienced numer-
ous hardships and treatment which could often
be described only as barbaric during the
course of captivity. Those Americans impris-
oned by the Japanese during World War II
faced the worst possible conditions in captivity
and were firsthand witnesses to the utter de-
pravity of their fellow men.

I have been a strong advocate of an ac-
counting of our POW/MIA’s since I first came
to the Congress in 1973. I proudly supported
the creation of the Select Committee on Miss-
ing Persons in Southeast Asia, the National
POW/MIA Recognition Days, and POW/MIA
legislation because I believe the families of
those who are missing in action deserve no
less. Hopefully 1996 will be the last year that
such an occasion will be necessary. My hope
is that by this time next year, our Government
will have obtained a full accounting of those
brave American’s whose fates, at this time,
are still unknown.

Permit me to focus special recognition on
those POW/MIA’s from Korea and Vietnam.
Despite the administration’s best assurances
to the contrary, many of us remain uncon-
vinced that the Governments of North Korea
and Vietnam have been fully cooperating with
the United States on this issue. Regrettably,
by normalizing relations with Vietnam, I be-
lieve that we have withdrawn our leverage
over the Vietnamese Government on this
issue.

In recent years, we have learned from testi-
mony presented to congressional committees
that Soviet and Czech military doctors per-
formed ghastly medical experiments on United
States POW’s in North Korea during the Ko-
rean war. These experiments were used to
test the psychological endurance of American
GI’s, as well as their resistance to chemical,
biological, and radioactive agents. Moreover,
Soviet and Czech intelligence agents helped
organize shipments of POW’s to the U.S.S.R.
during the Vietnam war, and that 200 were
sent between 1961 and 1968.

It is my hope that this information will lead
to a further clarification regarding the safe re-
turn of any living POW’s who may still be in
captivity in Korea or elsewhere.

Americans should bear in mind the love of
country that America’s veterans have dem-
onstrated as well as their personal sacrifices,
convictions, and dedication to freedom that
they have courageously exhibited.

In a portion of President Abraham Lincoln’s
letter to a mother who lost five sons on the
battlefield, he stated: ‘‘I cannot refrain from
tendering to you the thanks of the Republic
they died to save. I pray that our Heavenly Fa-
ther may assuage the anguish of your be-
reavement, and leave you only the cherished
memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn
pride that must be yours to have laid so costly
a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.’’

May it be of some solace to the families and
loved ones of our missing and POW’s that
there are many of us in the Congress commit-
ted to a full and final accounting of our miss-
ing and will continue to seek such a resolu-
tion.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2264) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, the House of
Representatives passed the fiscal year 1998
Labor-HHS Appropriations Act. Included in the
bill is a provision that deserves the support of
every Member of Congress who wants to as-
sist our Persian Gulf war veterans.

The provision, authored by Representative
BERNARD SANDERS, would provide $7 million
over 5 years to the Department of Health and
Human Services to use both the expertise of
the National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to study the possible connec-
tion between chemical and biological expo-
sures and the mysterious ailments being suf-
fered by our gulf war veterans. Representative
SANDERS deserves much credit for his efforts
to ensure that we thoroughly investigate what
is making our veterans sick.

This provision comes at a time when more
and more people are becoming convinced that
chemical weapons may have played a sub-
stantial role in the illnesses that are afflicting
Persian Gulf veterans. Just recently, the Presi-
dential Advisory Committee on Gulf War Vet-
erans’ Illnesses agreed to revise its final report
to reflect that chemical weapons may have
played some role in veterans’ ailments. In ad-
dition, the final report will now say that re-
search on the effect of chemical weapons ex-
posure has been minimal and that it may take
years of research to clarify the causes of
these problems.

I believe that we cannot leave any stone
unturned in trying to find answers. As DOD
continues to revise upward the number of vet-
erans who may have been exposed to chemi-
cal weapons, it’s obvious that we cannot allow
our Government to do a minimal job of inves-
tigating what is becoming a compelling possi-
bility.

The provision could not have come at a bet-
ter time. For too long, our Government has re-
fused to fully investigate the possibility that
low-level chemical weapons exposure or expo-
sure to multiple chemical substances may
pose serious health consequences. We now
have a chance to reverse this and ensure that
every possible avenue is investigated in trying
to help our sick Persian Gulf war veterans.

Again, I applaud Representative SANDERS
for his work. I hope it finally signifies that we
have turned the corner in our efforts to get to
the bottom of this tragedy.
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